
 1 

 

Canal Current 
 

A wave of information for Cape Coral’s Canalwatch volunteers 

 

Newsletter: 3rd Quarter 2019

 
Environmental News 

 
Construction Continues  

on the C-43 Reservoir 

 

Construction for the Caloosahatchee River 

(C-43) West Basin Storage Reservoir 

Project for the Comprehensive Everglades 

Restoration Plan, (CERP) continues. 

Originally planned in 2008, the reservoir is 

located on 10,700 acres of former farmland 

west of Labelle in Hendry County. Once 

completed, it will operate by storing local 

runoff as well as Lake Okeechobee releases 

during the wet season, reducing lake 

discharges reaching the estuary. 

Additionally, it will help distribute flow to 

the Caloosahatchee River during the dry 

season, which provides needed flows for 

improved salinity balance.  

The completion of the reservoir is 

anticipated to be completed by 2022. 

The cost of the project is estimated at over 

$500 million. Funding for the project is 

provided by the South Florida Water 

Management District, Save Our Everglades 

Trust Fund, and a grant from the Land and 

Water Conservation Fund. 

For more information, please visit;  

https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-

work/northern-everglades 

 

Questions?  Comments?  Let us know! 
(239)574-0785  

Harry: hphillips@capecoral.net  

Katie: kmcbride@capecoral.net  

 

 
Native Plant profile 

 

Agave americana   
Century Plant  

 

Century Plant is an evergreen lily-like plant 

with sharp tipped leaves; much like 

daggers. Despite the name this drought 

tolerant staple of desert regions in America 

produces a spectacular bloom stalk at 

maturity; usually at ten years or more, but 

certainly not a century. Once mature, it 

regularly blooms thereafter.   

The century plant makes a great landscape 

accent plant among cactus or cycads in a 

Xeric area of the yard. It will also do well 

as a potted plant. This is also useful to keep 

those daggers away from people or pets.  

Century plants grow wide. Expect up to 12 

feet in diameter for well-established plants. 

I single flower stalk will yield yellow 

flowers when the conditions are right and 

will attract nectar loving insects and 

hummingbirds. Agave’s perform best in 

full sun and well drained soils. Agave 

americana also has cultivars that are 

variegated.  

https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/northern-everglades
https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/northern-everglades
mailto:hphillips@capecoral.net
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Speices Profile: 

Trichechus manatus 

West Indian manatee  
 

 

The West Indian manatee is a large, native aquatic mammal, found in waters throughout Florida including the 

saltwater canals of Cape Coral. Their diet includes seagrasses and other aquatic plants. As a model of conservation 

success, Florida manatee populations have grown to an estimated 7,520 animals. Because of these conservation 

efforts, in early 2017 the Florida manatee was reclassified from an endangered to a threatened species under the 

Federal Endangered Species Act.  

 

A high number of manatee injuries and fatalities are from human-related causes. Most human-related manatee 

fatalities occur from collisions with watercraft. When boating on local waters, please obey all posted signs and 

slowdown in areas where you see manatees. Especially during the cooler winter months, when manatees may be 

moving through the Caloosahatchee River to seek refuge in warmer waters upstream. The occurrence of injured 

manatees has been reported locally.  

 

If you see a manatee that appears injured please call Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation's Wildlife Alert 

Hotline. 1-888-404-FWCC (1-888-404-3922), press "7" to speak with an operator, or just dial *FWC or #FWC 

on your cell phone.  

 

If you are interested in supporting manatee research and rescue you can stop by any Florida Tax Collector’s 

offices and purchase a manatee decal for $5. Decals are designed and created by the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo credit: Barb & Linda Zivney,  

manatee sighting during Canalwatch 

sampling 
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Some Useful Online Tools for Water Quality 
 
Sanibel Captiva Conservation Foundation (SCCF)  

River, Estuary and Coastal Observing Network (RECON) is a network of water quality sensors deployed 

throughout the Caloosahatchee River and Estuary. Information and real time data can be found here: 

http://recon.sccf.org/sites 

 

NOAA National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science (NCCOS) Harmful Algal Bloom Monitoring System for 

Lake Okeechobee. Satellite imagery of Lake Okeechobee can be found here: 

https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/research/stressor-impacts-mitigation/hab-monitoring-system/cyanobacteria-

algal-bloom-satellite-lake-okeechobee-fl/ 

 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) Harmful Algal Bloom Dashboard.  This interactive 

algal bloom dashboard provides publicly available data for the state’s existing sampling sites regarding harmful 

algae detection. 

https://fdep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d62c3487e8de49f6b3a6559cdf059e14 

 

University of South Florida’s Water Atlas Presented by the Coastal and Heartland National Estuary Partnership. 

Provides a collection of water quality and other information for the Southwest coastal regions, including the 

entire Caloosahatchee River. https://chnep.wateratlas.usf.edu/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City of Cape Coral  
Environmental Resources Division  
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